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Bilateral Agrecment
On Mutnal Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters
Between
The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
And
The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela hereinafter

referred to as " The Parties™;

CONSIDERING the importance of accurate assessment of
Customs duties and other taxes and of ensuring that Customs
administrations of prohibitions, restrictions and control measures

with respect of specific goods;

CONSIDERING that violations against Customs laws are
prejudicial o the economic. u)mmcrcial fiscal, social, public
health. public safety and cuhural mtere(‘ks of the Parties;

“\»/
, U

CONSIDERING that the 11119;& cross-border trafficking of arms,

explosives, chemical. bzol&,gxcal and nuclear substances,

cendangered  specics, d'm ‘rous  poods, as well as narcotics,

psychotropic subetarwg’? and precursors constitute a danger to

society: N\

RECOGNIZING the need for a broad international co-
operation in matters related to the application and enforcement of

their Castoms laws;

CONVINCED that action against Customs offence could be
made more effective by closer cooperation between their customs
administrations based on mutually agreed legal provisions;

HAVING REGARD 10 the recommendation on Mutual
Administrative Assistance and the Declaration on the Improvement
of Customs Co-operation and Mutual Administrative Assistance
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(the Cyprus Declaration) made in December 1953 and in June 2000
respectively by the Custonis Co-operation Council, as well as the
Resolution on Security and Facilitation of the International Trade
Supply Chain, adopted in June 2002 by the Customs Co-operation
Council. now known as the World Customs Organization;

HAVING REGARD to international conventions containing
prohibitions, restriction and special measures of control in respect
to specific goods:

HAVING REGARD also to the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of 1948:

Have agreed as follows:

For the purposes of this Agreement: \ﬁ\
,/

a) "Customs Admlmstmtmn\

Article |

Definition

t\
s N/

For the Government of %\%smmlu Republic of Iran: Customs
Administration of lslag}}c Republic of lran:

For the Govemm‘tn‘l of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela:
National lntcgmtui Service for the Administration of Customs
Duties and Taxes (“"SENIAT"™ As ils Spanish acronym);

b)

“"Customs Duties” shall mean duties, taxes, fees or any
other charges imposed. as well us any drawback or export
subsidy reimbursement claimed. in the territories of the
Parties in application of customs law, but not including fees
or other surcharges for services rendered;

"Customs Law" shall refer to any applicable legal and
administrative provisions, or enforceable provisions that may
be asserted by any Customs Administration, in regard with
the import, export, transshipment. transit, storage and
circulation ol goods. including legal and administrative

—
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d)

(£
-

)

J)

k)

)

provisions relating to prohibilion, restriction and control
measures in relation to specific goods and related to the fight
against money laundering and financing ol terrorism;
"Customs offence" shall mean any violation or attempted
violation of the Customs law:

“Information” shall mean any data, whether processed or
not. analyzed or not. as well as documents, reports and other
communications in any format, including electronic format
or certified or authenticated copies thereof;

“International trade supply chain™ shall mean all
processes involved in the cross-border movement of goods
from the place of origin o the pluce of tinal destination;

“Official™ shall mean uany Customs officer or other
government agent designated to apply Customs law;

“Person™ shall mean natural or legal persons, unless the
context otherwise requires:

Q
5% s P 13} .";\ .
Personal data” shall mead any data concerning an
identified natural person;,, & -

N\
“Requested Admi “ﬁr’ation" shall mean the Customs
Administration fqg&t which assistance is requested;

ol

e
“ Ay .
RequestingS Administration™ shall mean the Customs
Administration which requests assistance;

“Requested Party” shall mean the  Party whose Customs
Administration is requested (o aid;

m) “Requesting Party™ shall mean the  Party whose Customs

Administration requests assistance.
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Article 2

Scope of the Agreement

. The Parties shall provide cach other, through their Customs

Administrations, with mutual administrative assistance in
accordance with the terms set forth in this Agreement, for
the correct application of customs law and to prevent,
investigate and combat customs offences and ensure the
safety of the international rade logistics chain.

All assistance under this Agreement by any Party shall be
provided in accordance with its legal and administrative
national provisions and within the limits of its Customs
administration’s competence and available resources.

This Agreement covers mutual administrative assistance
between the  Parties and is nol intended 10 have an impact
on mutual legal assistance agreements between them. If
mutual assistance is 10 be provid,e\d by other authorities of
the requested Party, the ch.n.tg.\swd Administration shall
indicute those authoritics add“where known the relevant

N\ *
agreement or arrangemend‘@pplicable.
2N

. The provisions of LHi§”Agreement shall not give rise to a

right of any personito impede the execution of a request for
,\;\x
assistance. o\

XY

Arlicle 3

Information for the Application and Enforcement of Customs

law

Customs administrations may provide each other, either at
the request ol a Party or on their own initiative, with
informaten to assist in ensuring the proper application of
customs law und the prevention, investigation and combating
ol customs offenses, such information may include the
following:

C.J;o oi,_@J.z'so
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a) new techniques to combat Customs fraud that have been
proven to be effective;

b) new trends, means or methods of committing Customs
offence;

¢) goods known (o be the subject of Customs offence, as well
as transport and storage methods used in respect of those
goods;

d) persons known to have committed a customs offence or
suspected of being about to commit a customs offence;

¢) any other data thut can assist customs administrations
with risk assessment for control and facilitation purposes.

The assistance provided for in this Agreement shall include.

upon request, the provision of information to ensure the

correct determination of the Customs value.

Either customs administration shall use all available ways to

provide the assistance (cquuul Qﬁkn making inquiries in its
national  territory  on beh‘w of the other Customs

administration. \&

¢

f@ttulc 4

Intormatzuu\{\clmmg 3 to customs offence.

. The Customs Ad:mmstrauonb shall provide each other, either at
lhe request of a P'my or on their own initiative, with information
on activities planned, in progress or carried out, which constitute or
could constitute a customs offence in the territories of the Parties.

2. In cases that may involve substantial damage to the economy,
public health, public safety, including the security of the logistics
chain of international trade, or against any other vital interest of
either Party. the Customs Administration of the other Party shall, if
possible, provide such information on its own initiative without

delay.

n
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Article 5
Information Related to the Legality of the Importation or

Exportation of Goods

I. Prior request, the Requested Administration shall provide the

Requesting Administration with information on:
a) If the goods exported [rom the territory of the Requesting

Party have been lawlully imported into the territory of the
Requested Party and the customs procedure, if any. assigned to the
goods;
b) If the goods imported into the territory of the Party have
been lawlully exported from the territory of the requested Party;

2. Upon request the Requested Administration shall provide the
requesting customs administration with information on cases where
the latter has reason to doubt the information provided by the
person related to the customs declaration.

. a\
Article 6™
~A\J
Notification
>
N
[. On request, the J{w,}q'(xcstcd Administration shall take all
necessary measures (Q3notify a person. residing or established in
the territory of thelSequested Party, of all decisions taken by the
requesting administration in  application of Customs law
concerning that person. that fall within the scope of this

Agreement.

2. Such notifications shall be made in accordance with the
procedures applicable in the territory of the Requested Party for
similar national decisions.

AT . 2.
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Article 7

Information for the Assessment of Customs Duties

1. On request. the Requested Administration shall, without
prejudice to Article 21, in support of the proper application of
Customs law or in the prevention of Customs fraud, provide
information to assist the requesting administration that has reasons
to doubt the truth or accuracy of a declaration.

2. The request shall specify the verification procedures that the
Requesting Administration has undertaken or attempted and the
specific information requested.

Article 8

Automatic Transmission of Information

The Customs Administrations may automatically transmit 1o
each other any information covered by {QM Agreement.

\J

D>

.\\‘z:". ’
Article 9
\:‘..

Advanedinformation Transmission

Administrations may transmit to ecach other in advance specific
information on the arrival of goods in the territory of the other
Party.

Article 10

Technical Cooperation

I. Customs Administralions can assist each other through
benchmarking, exchanges of knowledge, experiences and best

practices on issucs such as:

7 3 PRYLK -8
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a) personnel training,

b) electronic Exchange of Customs Information,

c¢) authorized Economic Operator (AEQO) Mutual Recognition
Arrangement/ Agreement,

d) customs Procedures,

¢) risk Management,

) use of technical equipment for control,

¢} management and administrative organizalion.

2. In cases that may involve substantial damage to the economy,
public  hcalth. public saflety. including the security of the
international trade supply chain. or any other vital interest of either
Party. the customs administration of the other Party shall,
whenever possible, provide assistance on its own initiative and
without delay.

Article 1 l

Surveillance and m'\mrmat:on
< O
. On request, the chuustcd \dmmmrmtmn shall, to the extent
possible. maintain survejllahce over and provide the requesting
administration with m!\fmauon on:

™

a) goods. ul§ rin wansport or in storage. known to have
been used or suspected of being used to commit a
customs offence in the territory of the Requesting Party;

b) means of transport known to have been used or suspected
of being used to commil a customs offence in the territory
of the requesting Party;

¢) premises in the territory of the Requested Party known to
have been used or suspected of being used in connection
wilh the commission of a Customs offence in the territory
of the Requesting Party:

d) persons known to have commilted or suspected of being
aboul to commit a customs ollence in the territory of the

s KA PRYCEN'S 85
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Article 14

Communication of Requests

Requests for assistance under this Agreement shall be
addressed directly to the Customs adiministration of the other
Party. Requests shall be made in writing or electronically, and
shall be accompanied by any information deemed useful for
the purpose of complying with such requests. The Requested
Administration may require written confirmation of electronic
requests. Where the circumslances so require, requests may be
made verbally. Such requests shall be confirmed as soon as
possible either in writing, or, il acceptable to both Customs
Administrations, by clectronic means.

Request for assistance under the provisions of paragraph 1 of
this Article shall include the following details:

a)  the name of the Requesting Customs Administration;

b) the matter in question, lypg\i}l' assistance requested, and
reasons lor the requcs'l;.\“;} /
ON°
¢) a brief descriptig\n};’bf the case under review and the
legal and administrative provisions that apply:
d) the namgsjiiﬁd addresses of the persons to whom the
requcst‘%‘é’lzues. if known:

The applications and any accompanying documents shall be
translated. to the extent necessary, into any of the official
languages of the World Customs Organization, by mutual
agreement between the  Parties.

It the Requesting Administration requests that a certain
procedure or methodology be followed, the Requested
Admunistration shall comply with such request, subject to its
national laws and administrative provisions.

The information referred to in this Agreement shall be
communicated to the ofticials specifically designated for such

in Cﬁ‘,\) C_',-ia_.QJ_Z.’.)
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purposes by each of the customs administrations. A list of
such officials shall be provided to the customs administration
of the other Party in accurdance with Article 22 of this

Agreement,

Original information shall only be requested in cases where
copies are insufficient, and such information shall be returned
at the first opportunity. The rights of the Requested
Administration or third parties in relation to such information

shall remain unalfected.

Article 15

Meaus of Obtaining Information

1. If the Requested Administration does nwt have the information
requested. it shall initiate inquiries 1o obtain that information.

2. the Requested Administration is nqt\‘t‘hc competent authority to
initiate investigations 10 obtain the uqucslwl information, it shall

transmit the request to the rwp\\ilu organ or entity and inform

the Requesting Party wccqx,&m{’ly.

&3
NS

AN Article 16

Presence of Officials in the Territory of the Other Party

Upon written request, the oflicials designated by the Requested
Administration,  with  the oauthorization  of the Requested
Administration, and subject 10 the conditions imposed by the latter
and tor the purposes of the investigation of a custom offence, may:

a) examine in the offices of the requested administration,
documents and any other information in respect of that
custom offence, and be supplied with copies thereof;

b) be present during an inquiry conducted by the Requested
Administration in its territory, which is relevant to the

H O PRYCE S g
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interests of the Requesting Administration, these officials
shall only have an advisory role.

Article 17
Presence of Officials of the Requested Customs Administration

by Invitation of the Requested Administration

When the Requested Administration considers it useful or
necessary for officials of the Requesting Party to be present at the
unic assistance measures are exceuted pursuant 10 a request, the
Requested Administration may invite the participation of officials
of the Requesting Party under such terms and conditions as the
Requested Administration may specify. without prejudice 10 the
provisions of its national law.

Article 18
ek ,
Arrangements tork@mg Officials
, O
{. When officials of eullg‘n?,‘r’zmy arc present in the terrtory of
the other Party un;{ejg?bh’e terms of this Agreement, they shall
at all times be ’;@ie to prove their identity and their status as
officials, as, well as the official status accorded to them in the
. AN
territory of the Requested Party.

2. Officials of either Party, while in the territory of the other
Party under the terms ol this Agreement, shall enjoy the
protection aceorded to customs officials of the other Party in
accordance with the provisions ol its fegal and administrative
provisions, and shall be liable lor any infraction they may

commit.

3. Officials  designated by the Requesting Customs
Administration to be present in the territory of the Requested
Party, as provided in Articles 16 and 17, shall have only an
advisory role, unless otherwise provided by the Parties.

12 d’os‘bi:-”)j’é

www.dotic.ir



https://dotic.ir

a N

Article 19

Use. Confidentiality and Protection of Information

1. Any information received under this Agreement shall be
used only by the Customs Administrations of the Parties and
only for the purpose of administrative assistance under the
terms set out in this Agreement.

bd

On request, the Party that supplied the information may,
notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this Article, authorize its use
by other authorities or for other purposes, subject to any
terms and conditions it may specify. Such use shall be in
accordance with the legal and administrative provisions of
the Party which seeks to use the information. The use of
information for other purposes includes its use in criminal
investigations, prosecutions or proceedings.

3. All information received under this Agreement shall be
reated as confidential and shall be subject to al least the
same protection and conl]dqnﬁh}nty to which the same type
ol information is subjecl {gﬁfilcr the domestic law of the
Party receiving it \\

NG

4. Any personal infodmation provided under this Agreement

shall. at a nzigjﬁﬁm, be subject to the level of protection
afforded 1o personal data under the national, legal or
administrative provisions of the Party whose customs
administration provided that personal data.

5. In the absence of a mutual arrangement as referred to in

paragraph 4 of this Article. Personal Data may only be
supplied when the supplying Customs administration is
satislied that such personal data will be protected in the
territory of the Party where itis received. in accordance with
paragraphs 6 to 12 of this Aruicle.

6. On request. the Customs administration receiving personal

data shall inform the Customs administration which supplied
that data of the use made ol it and the results achieved.

i3 d)ooiﬁb}z’sa
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7 Personal data supplied under this Agreement shall be kept
only for the time necessary {0 achieve the purpose for which
it was supplied.

8. The Customs administration supplying Personal data shall, to
the extent possible, ensure that this data has been collected
fairly and lawfully and that it is accurate and up 10 datc and
nol excessive in relation to the purposes for which it is
supplied.

9. If Personal data supplied is found to be incorrect or should
not have been exchanged. this shall be notified immediately.
The Customs administration that has received such data shall
amend or delete it.

10.The Customs administrations shall record the supply or
receipt of personal data exchanged under this Agreement.

1. The Customs administrations shall take the nccessary
security measures 1o protect personal data exchanged under
this Agrcement from unauu)oﬁ\zed access, amendment or
dissemination.  af

s \J

ON°

12. Either Party shall bgiy[iﬁﬁ\e. in accordance with its legal and
administrative pyqﬁﬁfu'ns, for damage caused to a person
through its ggsg;f"?)f personal  data exchanged under this

Agreement:=SFhis shall also be the case where the damage

was caused by @ Party supplying inaccurate data or
supplying data that is contrary 10 this Agreement.

Article 20
Exceptions

|.Where any assistance requested under this Agreement may
inlringe the sovereignty, security. public policy or any other
substantive national interest ol the Requested Party, or prejudice
any legitimate commercial or professional  interest, such

4 I3 PRYCR N T
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assistance may be declined by that Party oF provided subject t0
any lerms or conditions it may require.

Where the Requesting Administration would be unable to0
comply if a similar request were made by the Requested
Administration, it shall draw atiention 10 that fact in its request.
Compliance with such a request shall be at the discretion of the
Requested Administration.

_ Assistance may be postponed i there are grounds t0 believe that

.

W will interfere with an ongong investigation, prosecution or
proceeding. In such a case the Requested Administration shall
consult with the Requesting Administration 10 determine if
Assistance can be given subject to such terms of conditions as
the Requested Administration may require.

If the Requested Administration considers that the effort
required to salisfy a request is clearly disproportionate 10 the
penefit received by the Requesting Administration, it may refuse
to provide the assistance requested.

N\

_1n cases where attendance is deﬁ'&fi or postponed, the reasons for

the denial or postponemen@*ﬁ’féuld be communicated as soon as

W

b\ g
» ',
.W

possible.

N Article 21
Financial Provisions
| Pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article, the Parties

shall renounce any claim for reimbursement of costs incurred
in the execution of this Agreement.

=)

Expenses and emoluments paid to experls and witnesses, as
well as the costs of translators and interpreters who are not
government employees. shall be borne by the Requesting
Party.
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3. If expenses of a substantial or extraordinary nature are
in the processing of a request, the Parties shall
ditions under whigh such

as lhe manner in which

required
consult to deline the terms and con
request shall be processed, as well
such costs shall be covered.

4 Likewise, the Parties undertake to allocate in their respective

nditure budgets and. in accordance with their national
priations and financial resources

and cfficient execution of this

expe
law, the budgetary appro
necessary for the effective

Agreement.

Article 22

Implementation and Application of the Agreement

The Customs Administrations shall decide on the
arrangements to facilitate the application of this Agreement

between them.

NN
x Article 23
oTerritorial Application
N

™|

be applicable in the territories of both

This Agrcement shall
and administrative

Partics as delined in their national legal

provisions.

1. As regards the Islamic Republic of Iran, this Agreement shall
apply to the national territory as defined in the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

2. As regards the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, this
Agreement shall apply to the national territory as defined in the
Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
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Article 24

Amendments or Modifications

This Agreement may be amended or moditied with the mutual
consent of the  Parties. Amendments or modifications shall enter
into force in accordance with the procedure established for the

entry into force ol this Agreement.

Article 25

Settlement of Disputes

| The Customs Administrations shall, as far as possible.
endeavors 1o resolve disputes concerning the interpretation or
application of this Agreement by negotiation between them.

2. Unresolved disputes shall be setled by diplomatic channels.
N\
£\

~\/

N
. $ 3

N7 Article 26

o Review

N

\\

. The Parties shall meet for the purpuse of reviewing this
Agreement. on request or at the end ol 5 years from the date of its
entry into foree: unless notice is given in wriling that such review

IS UNNCCESsary
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Article 27
Entry into foree,

Duration and Termination

I- This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the last by
means of which the Partics notily cach other in writing and through
diplomatic channels of the fulfillment of the internal Constitutional

and legal requirements for such purpose.

2- This Agreement shall remain in lorce for an unlimited period of
time, but either Party may denounge it at any time by written notice

through Diplomatic channels.

3-The denunciation {(termination) shall take effect six (6) months

after it has been communicated to the other Party, however, the
procedures in progress at the time of termination shall be
compleled in accordance with the provisions ol this Agreement.

e . & N

Ihis Agreement comprising a preamiiletand 27 Articles was made
in Tehran, duplicate in Persian, S&lbf\h and English languages, on
24 Aban 1401 (S.H) corrcspo;g\nt@g 1o 15 November 2022 (A.D) all
of which being equally m(h'emic. In case of any divergence in
interpretation, the Engl’igh}éxl will prevail.

N
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